
 

   

 
 

 
 
 
Report to the 2016 Synod of the Diocese of Christ our Hope, ACNA 
The Rev. David Hyman 
Canon for Clergy Care 
 
My role and responsibilities 
As Canon for Clergy Care, I work with our bishops to help coordinate clergy care, lead the 
diocesan prayer ministry, serve on the Diocesan Shepherding Team, and assist with clergy 
credentialing.  
 
Vision for Clergy Care and Prayer 
Being a pastor is a tough, demanding job, one that is not always very well understood or 
appreciated by local churches. Just as the wellbeing of our clergy and their families is important 
for the wellbeing of our churches, it is also vital to the wellbeing of the mission of our diocese. 
It is our desire to see our clergy flourishing in ministry and growing in their experience of the 
loving-kindness of God.  If the old adage is true, healthy pastors lead to healthy churches, then 
we are right to invest in clergy care.  
 
As far as our diocesan prayer ministry, in St. Paul’s letters to the churches which have been 
preserved for us in the canon of the New Testament, we see that the great missional Apostle 
considered it a priority of his own ministry not only to offer doctrinal instruction and counsel 
to the churches in his care, but he also prayed for them (Romans 1:8, 1 Cor 1:4, Eph 1:15-17). 
It is safe to assert that Paul believed prayer was vital to the spread of the Gospel and, in 
particular, to the planting of healthy, new churches. Furthermore, when you consider that the 
great movements of the Holy Spirit in the history of the Church were always preceded by 
concerted and extraordinary prayer from God’s people, then it is clear how essential the role of 
prayer should be to any church movement.  
 
The thing is, churches can run without prayer and often do. Dioceses can run without prayer 
and often do. The question is, “Is what they’re doing worth doing if they can do it without 
prayer?”  We do not think so. Jesus commissioned his church to storm the gates of hell. The 
world is still full of the “this kind” of spirits that Jesus confronted in the story of the 
demonized boy. Evil and darkness are as intractable and entrenched as they were in the first 
century. Do we really believe that programs and committees and ecclesiastical exertions and 
pronouncements are going to change that? Jesus doesn’t. “This kind” will come out only by 
the power of God—that is, by prayer! 
 
In these early days of our life together as a diocese, we want to prioritize prayer, because the 
work of the church is God’s work, not ours. We readily recognize our own limitations and so it 
is through prayer where our dependency on God is most tangibly revealed. We must be a 
diocese that prays. To that end, we need people of prayer to come together to pray, regularly 
and consistently. 
 



  

 
 
 
 
Past key events and projects – 2016 
Clergy Care 
• Created a strategy to fund clergy care initiatives. 
• Led the charge for our first Clergy Couples retreat.  
• Crafted the Clergy Wellbeing Inventory for our clergy to review annually with a  bishop. 
• Developed the system for clergy referrals to spiritual direction and counseling with Bishop 

Thad Barnum. 
• Assisted the bishops in caring for clergy in need.  
Prayer Ministry 
• Established an intercessors team to pray in tandem with the Shepherding Team for the 

mission of the diocese and concerns. 
• Created a network of diocesan prayer which was initiated in October, 2016 with the 

circulation of important prayer requests between our churches.   
Clergy Credentialing 
• Assisted in the development of the new Clergy Credentialing Guide 
• Oversaw the communication between aspirants and bishops in Ember letters.   
• Coordinated the annual Retreat for Ordinands, which was our largest ever.   
 
Upcoming key events and projects – 2016-17 
• Grow our clergy care efforts to be more comprehensive and even more preemptive.  
• Increase our care of clergy couples. 
• Nurture the growth of our prayer ministries, so that they become highly coordinated and 

responsive.  
• Strategize and implement monthly clergy cohorts around specific topics of interest and need, 

including:  
◦ Bi-Vocational Ministry 
◦ Scholar-Priests 
◦ Clergy Spouses 
◦ Worship and Liturgical Consults 
◦ Church Planting 
• Continue to support the relationships of bishops with clergy 
• Expand our offering of retreats for clergy 
 
Prayer requests. 
• Pray for Spirit led growth and development of our ministry to clergy and our ministry of 

prayer.  
• Pray for the souls of our clergy and their spouses, that they would be encouraged in their 

work and sustained by God's grace.  
• Pray that God would enable us to develop new leaders faithfully and effectively.  
 
In Christ, 
Rev. David Hyman 
Canon for Clergy Care 


