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For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, for your 
sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.  

2 Corinthians 8:9 
 

  
Each week, as I sit down to write a new “Words of Hope” I open last week’s letter, 
change the number and date on the header, and save the new document in my file. 
Changing the number of the week at the top – Week 1, Week 2, Week 3 – is like a bell’s 
deep toll sounding the passing of time. It’s inescapable: we are six weeks into a changed 
way of life. It’s sinking in. We’re learning new rhythms of life, new ways of work and 
play. We’re changing how we relate to one another. We’re either learning new creativity 
in the kitchen or getting sick of frozen pizza. Many other changes – some involving loss, 
hopefully many involving the recovery of what is good – are in the wind.  
  
Regardless of other changes, most of us are rewriting our budgets in light of financial 
changes or job loss. We’re belt-tightening, learning to live on less. We may be 
scrambling to find work or exploring government assistance programs. 
  
Without knowing what any of you may be facing financially, I will risk putting forward 
an unchanging Christian principle, generosity. I will risk offering ideas for applying 
generosity in this particular moment. (How you apply this in your own life should be 
the result of a deeply personal conversation between you and the Lord. I’ll offer an 
approach for that at the end.)  
  
From the beginning, God has called his people to radical generosity. Abraham and his 
family were to be a conduit of blessing to the world. The famous account of the widow’s 
mite reveals the Lord’s pleasure in radical giving. In 2 Corinthians 8-9. St Paul writes to 
finalize a commitment that church had made to take up an offering for Christians in 
Palestine suffering through severe famine. The example he uses to motivate the 
Corinthians is the Macedonian Church: “In a severe test of affliction, their abundance of 
joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part (2 
Cor 8:2).” That math is nonsensical, yet it resulted in “giving beyond their means” (v. 
3).  
  
If poor Christians are the favored examples of generosity, are we learning from them? 
How does this call to radical generosity direct me in this moment of crisis? 
  
1 Consider ways to actually reduce expenditures (rather than scheming to keep up our 

lifestyles). For some, that’s not optional: it’s required. Others have a choice. If 
nothing else, reducing expenditures frees up more money to give. In this time, 
the needs around us may already be at critical levels. We all need added capacity 
to respond.  



2 During this time, don’t stop giving to support those who are doing the work of Christ. 
From Old Testament times, those ministering to the people of God have 
depended on faithful offerings for their own livelihoods.  

3 As you consider your own budget, you’ll likely need to make cuts. As you make cuts, 
please consider a basic question: How will cutting this particular 
expenditure impact those more vulnerable than I am? That’s not an easy 
question to answer. Our economic systems are deeply intertwined, and every 
move we make affects someone “downline.” Many reductions are not choices, and 
people caught within our necessary reductions will suffer in this overall 
economic downturn. But as you make choices, simply pause, pray and consider 
the direct impact of each choice on poor, vulnerable people who are more at risk 
than you are, and who are as close at hand as possible.  

4 Always be open to give directly to people in crisis. If possible, consider strengthening 
your involvement in programs that serve the needs of those at highest risk – food 
banks, meal programs, etc.  

5 If you are in ministry, lead by example. Assume that anything God says to his people 
he speaks first to you, to all of us called to serve his people.  

6 If your finances are devastated by this crisis, do not move to self-condemnation or 
anger at God’s call to be generous. Instead, ask what form of wealth you do have. 
Give generously from that. We’ve learned lifechanging lessons from friends in the 
developing world who have “wealth” (spiritual vitality, faith, or family love) that 
they do not want to sacrifice to get our Western “wealth” (in materiality or 
technology). What wealth have you been given?   

  
How this sorts out in your own life is complicated and personal. However, the promise 
of God is that he will actually guide our giving and give us the means to fulfill what he 
leads us to do in this matter. 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 offers amazing instructions and 
promises about God’s commitment to enable our generosity. Read that passage 
carefully, prayerfully. Consider what God is calling you to do. His will in this matter is 
for your generosity to be a door to joy.  
  
How is this letter “a word of hope?” It is because it is an invitation for you, whatever 
financial, risks, losses, and fears this season brings, to be an agent of hope in the life of 
someone in greater risk, loss, and fear than you are. God’s people have always been 
invited to bless out of the riches he has already given us. This is a far cry from “bless in 
order to be blessed.” Instead, “receive blessings in order to give blessings.” The principle 
of generosity begins with God’s supply system. Part of his kindness is to invite us to step 
into the flow of grace, blessing, and hope.   
  
Grace and peace in Jesus,  
  
Bishop Steve  


