
During this coronavirus season, Sally and I are taking immune-strengthening vitamins 
daily. Basic preventive medicine, if you believe such things. Spiritually, the Psalms are 
similar – preventive vitamins for the soul. The lectionary offers them to us twice daily.  
  
Sunday morning, we were given Psalm 52. In that moment, David’s “pestilence” was 
Doeg the Edomite, who betrayed him to Saul. Doeg and Saul “plotted David’s 
destruction, loved evil more than good, and loved words that devour and deceive.”  
  
COVID-19 is not Doeg. It is not a personal enemy. It respects no person. But its impact 
is similar: destruction and disruption of careers, finances, and health. Satan is using the 
coronavirus to create confusion, fear, loss, sorrow. The pain is real, and Christ-followers 
must take the pandemic seriously, submitting to the reordering that it demands. At the 
same time, we serve the God who is “enthroned over the floodwaters.” It is therefore 
true that “what Satan means for evil, God means for good.” This tension resolves as 
many of us experience mercy, goodness, and beauty in our churches and families during 
this hard time. 
  
We walk in hope, but fear still creeps in. The threat to people and things we love is 
substantial. In this tension, David’s words about living in the face of threats help 
greatly.  
 
• V. 8: I am like a green olive tree in the house of the Lord. Olive trees endure 

enormous vicissitudes in the environment and keep bearing fruit. They refuse, so 
to speak, to withdraw into self-protection; they solidly keep doing what they are 
created to do – provide food and blessing to others.  

• V. 8: I trust in the steadfast (covenantal) love of God forever and ever. “My 
hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness . . . On Christ 
the solid rock I stand!”  

• V. 9: I will thank you forever, because you have done it. “Lord, you have 
accomplished my deliverance. It is finished! I am secure. Thank you!”  

• V. 9: I will wait for your Name, for it is good, in the presence of the godly. I 
will wait with the family of God; We will remind each other who our Lord is, that 
he is good.  
 

I need this word. As the coronavirus wave grows, I must decide, do, and act with 
wisdom, prudence, and love. But within practical life-altering choices, I am called to a 
steady inner path. Though David faced a very different enemy, the Spirit outlined a path 
through him for us to walk during this time. I invite you to join me on that path. Pray 
and ponder how you might take every step David exemplified as you walk through your 
days. Savor four simple soul-shaping words as you go – fruitfulness, trust, 
gratitude, goodness. Lastly, broaden your imagination for what this might mean by 
reading Psalm 84 several times this week.  
  
Grace and peace in Jesus,  
Bishop Steve  


