
November 19 2019 

Dear DCH Clergy – 

In the past month, a number of DCH clergy have asked for clarification about our 
relationship with the Episcopal Church (US). To that end, I have put together the following 
summary of instructions and guidance for clergy of the Diocese regarding this question.  

I trust this will be helpful to all of us. 

In brotherly love,  

Bishop Steve Breedlove	
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General Instructions 

• The ACNA is not in communion with TEC. There is no official statement that puts that 
in writing, but it is the clear logical conclusion from countless decisions and actions by 
bishops and priests within TEC.

o TEC rejects the Jerusalem Declaration, our charter of faith.
o TEC has departed from the authority of the Word of God as the standard for 

faith and practice, resulting in major ethical and doctrinal departures from 
historic, orthodox Christianity.

o TEC leaders – primates and bishops – have spurned efforts at serious dialog and 
reconciliation. Archbishop Schorri, when primate of TEC, declared ACNA 
orders invalid and required reordination of anyone attempting to transfer from 
ACNA jurisdictions into TEC churches.

o TEC has worked diligently to block the ACNA from being recognized as a 
member of the Anglican Communion.

o Over 700 ACNA clergy have been deposed by TEC.
o Currently TEC dioceses are suing ACNA dioceses and churches for almost $1B 

in assets and properties.
o Many church properties, worth untold millions, have already been awarded to 

TEC entities by local and state courts. In many of those situations, thriving, 
growing ACNA congregations have been replaced by tiny, dying TEC 
congregations that nevertheless (now) own fully or largely paid-for multi-
million-dollar properties.

o TEC dioceses have chosen to sell buildings awarded by the courts to anyone but 
ACNA churches, even to Muslim groups as places of worship.

• This does not mean individual ACNA clergy, bishops, and laity cannot have friendships 
with TEC laity or leaders (as we do with Christians and non-Christians from many 
traditions, and in many contexts), or that all TEC leaders and laity have departed the 
faith. On the contrary, there are still faithful, orthodox Christians who remain within 
TEC, seeking to fight the fight of faith from an “inside strategy” of reformation.

o Even when that may not be the case, there are many possible reasons God may 
call any of us to maintain peaceful, irenic dialog with TEC leaders. There may 
be some contexts in which we partner with TEC leaders in efforts to do good for 
the community or (even for) the work of Christ’s Kingdom. (More on that later.)



• Clergy and laity of the DCH may decide, for good reasons, to attend liturgical services 
led by TEC clergy.  However, because the ACNA (and its subsidiary dioceses) are not 
in communion with TEC churches and dioceses, I request DCH clergy (as a general 
rule) to not participate in Holy Eucharist if the celebrant is a TEC clergy. Instead, I 
encourage you to go forward with your arms crossed and receive a blessing. (More on 
that later.)

• However, according to the clear statement of Article XXVI of the Thirty-Nine Articles 
of Religion, I must acknowledge that a faithful Christian is free to partake if the 
sacraments are offered according to the ordinances of the church, and in Christ’s name.

o Article XXVI: Although in the visible Church the evil be ever mingled with the 
good, and sometimes the evil have chief authority in the Ministration of the 
Word and Sacraments, yet forasmuch as they do not the same in their own name, 
but in Christ's, and do minister by his commission and authority, we may use 
their Ministry, both in hearing the Word of God, and in receiving the 
Sacraments. Neither is the effect of Christ's ordinance taken away by their 
wickedness, nor the grace of God's gifts diminished from such as by faith, and 
rightly, do receive the Sacraments ministered unto them; which be effectual, 
because of Christ's institution and promise, although they be ministered by evil 
men.

o Nevertheless, it appertaineth to the discipline of the Church, that inquiry be 
made of evil Ministers, and that they be accused by those that have knowledge of 
their offences; and finally, being found guilty, by just judgment be deposed.

• Therefore, I cannot go beyond the Articles and require DCH clergy to refrain from 
taking communion from TEC clergy. Nevertheless, for the sake of a clear conscience 
and good testimony, clergy of the DCH are urged to refrain from partaking in 
communion when the celebrant is a TEC clergy.

o Note that the failure of communion is between TEC and the ACNA as 
institutions, not necessarily between individual TEC and ACNA leaders. 
Therefore, even when an individual TEC clergy is an orthodox, faithful person, 
and a personal friend, there is a breach of fellowship between TEC and ACNA 
as provinces.

• Any DCH priest may freely celebrate and offer communion when TEC clergy and laity 
are present in the congregation. Fencing the Table should be handled as normal. If a 
TEC person comes forward for communion, you should give them communion without 
hesitation unless there is a different known reason for withholding communion (i.e., 
they are heretical in their beliefs or practices, or they are involved in notorious sin, or 
they have unresolved conflict with others).

• With the above limitations noted, DCH clergy and churches are permitted to cooperate 
with TEC churches for inter-church ministries.



• These instructions apply to clergy. How DCH clergy handle this pastorally with laity in 
the local church is up to each of you.  There are no diocesan instructions for lay people 
re: the participating in the Eucharist at a TEC church.

• In all things, represent your Lord Jesus Christ with integrity, dignity, and love. Speak 
the truth in love. Insofar as is possible to you, be at peace with all people.

• Confirmation/Reception: faithful people who have been confirmed in TEC churches are 
to be received through the normal reception process, and they are to be welcomed as 
members of your church according to local standards and processes of membership 
applied to all Christians moving into your church.

Expansion of these Instructions Regarding Academic Institutions 

• It is not uncommon for ACNA and TEC leaders, laity, and academics to study and work 
together in the context of divinity schools and seminaries. Specifically, several 
academic institutions that DCH clergy and students currently support intentionally seek 
to bring ACNA and TEC students and leaders together: Nashotah House, Trinity School 
for Ministry, Duke Divinity School, Beeson Divinity School, and Northeastern 
Seminary (Rochester). DCH clergy are sometimes asked to speak, preach, participate in 
ACNA-TEC symposia, and even preside at the Eucharist for worship services in these 
schools.

• Depending on the orthodoxy and authenticity of the leaders and the nature of the work 
being done, or especially for the sake of faithful pastoral presence and support for 
ACNA students, it is reasonable for DCH leaders to participate in these efforts. 
However, it is important that, if one does so, the following standards be observed:

o Celebrating, offering, and participating in communion should generally follow 
the instructions listed above.

o However, things can be complicated! It is very possible – even likely – that 
Episcopal leaders who are participating with orthodox Anglicans in an academic 
project are themselves genuinely orthodox. It may be that, if this is an effort by 
the institution to partner ACNA and TEC people together, the academic leaders 
will intentionally attempt to “reach across the aisles” –
i.e., use the ACNA 2019 Eucharistic liturgy or ask ACNA and TEC clergy to sit 
together on the platform. These kinds of possibilities present ethical, spiritual 
challenges and may elicit requests for exceptions to the general rules outlined 
above. Please feel free to call me (Bishop Steve Breedlove) to discuss and pray 
about the specific issues you may face as you attempt to live in peace, with love, 
and speak the truth clearly.


