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Hope in Times of Pestilence Pain 

  

Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonika; they received the word  

with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.  

Acts 17:11 
  

You’ll notice that I have crossed out the word “Pestilence” in the banner of this weekly 

newsletter and replaced it with “Pain.” The pandemic is still with us. But even though more 

people are being diagnosed and hospitalized in many states than ever, our attention has largely 

shifted to the crisis concerning race that has erupted in the last month. Pestilence and pandemic 

are only one part of a larger story of pain we’re living through.  
 

 

  
In that regard, I want to respond to one concern some are expressing in regards to phrases like 

“systemic racism” or “systemic injustice.” This has been particularly raised (in our circles) in 

response to the ACNA Bishops’ letter that I signed and that we have published through the 

media of our own Diocese. The conversation has been made much more complicated because the 

terms like “systemic racism” and “white supremacy” are used in radically different ways in our 

current political climate. Please see this wise analysis and reflection on the complicated issue of 

this specific terminology by Rev Tommy Hinson, Church of the Advent-DC.  

  

On the other hand, I want to respond by going directly to Scripture. I encourage you to read and 

consider the many Scriptures I will include in this extra-long letter. Prayerfully study God’s 

word like the Bereans, and “see if these things are so.” 

1. The world is constantly being influenced and shaped by spiritual forces of evil, led by the 

devil himself (a personal being) and spread through demonic forces – “principalities and 

powers” – Ephesians 2:1-3; 6:10-13. 
2. The devil and his minions activate and increase evil by means of the “flesh” and the 

“world” (1 John 2:15-17). Therefore, evil is seen in both personal decisions and actions 

(the flesh) and collective (systemic) movements and actions (the world). “Systems” by 

definition are larger than individual decisions, adding up to large scale historical, cultural 

movements.  
3. The devil despises God, but he cannot directly attack God. Instead, his goal is to deface 

and destroy the image of God in humanity (John 10:10). He will do that in any and every 

way he can, by inciting the flesh and the world to sin (“the lust of the flesh and eyes and 

the boastful pride of life” (1 John 2:16), by direct attack on people (Luke 13:10-17; Mark 

1:32-34; 5:1-20), and by creating and inciting systems that further deface and destroy 

humanity (1 John 2:15; 5:19; 2 Peter 2:17-21; 2 Corinthians 4:3-4).  

https://mcusercontent.com/1c56f428be034d88a042dd256/files/d1121c18-d324-484c-9215-cb78fc2366e9/Important_Dimensions_of_the_Politically.pdf


4. Scripture clearly recognizes the reality of global, dehumanizing systems by (1) revealing 

how Jesus Christ brings a kingdom that subverts and overturns them, freeing entrapped 

people (Luke 4:18-19), and (2) calling God’s people to intervene to subvert and overturn 

them through specific and practical good deeds (Ephesians 2:10; Titus 2:11-3:8). 
5. Primary systems of evil include:  

a. Injustice: Recently, Rev Dr Ben Sharpe preached a very clear theology of justice 

and applied it to God’s call to his people to seek justice personally, relationally, 

and in the public square. Rather than repeating what he said so powerfully, I urge 

anyone who wants to “be a Berean” in this matter to take the time to listen 

to this sermon (approximately 20 minutes into the service). Also, remember 

Micah 6:6-8. 
b. Materialism and greed: 1 Timothy 6:10; Matthew 6:19-24 

i. Contrast that with Kingdom Generosity: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:1-15; 

Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37; Matthew 6: 2-4 
c. Poverty: Isaiah 58:6-7; Galatians 2:10; Luke 14:13-14; especially, Luke 4:18-

19.  
i. Contrast that with the dignity of the poor in God’s eyes: Luke 6:20; Mark 

12:41-44; God’s constant call to generosity and provision for the poor: 

Deuteronomy 15:7-11; and over 100 biblical commandments to meet the 

needs of the poor. 
d. Sexual exploitation: This is systemic defacement, dehumanization, and 

destruction of people. It combines greed, sex outside marriage, injustice, and 

cruelty, all of which are deep violations of God’s will.  
i. Consider carefully Proverbs 24:10-12; Read the book of Amos.  

e. Division, conflict, rage, anger, and violence based on sin, hatred, and refusal 

to repent of personal sin: James 4:1-5; Ephesians 4:24-32. Warfare and racial 

genocide are some of these same forces writ large: Psalm 2:1; Matthew 24:3-14 

(contrast with Psalm 46:6-9).  
f. Death itself (1 Corinthians 15:20-26), especially murder (Exodus 20:13) and 

especially, the death of innocent people through greed, injustice, selfishness, etc. 

Abortion, euthanasia, and genocide apply to this.  
i. Contrast with Isaiah 25:6-9; Revelation 21:4.  

6. None of these systems will be completely undone until Jesus returns and his kingdom is 

established on earth. But the people of God have always been called to face and seek to 

deal biblically with evil on every front – in our own souls (James 4:1-10), in our familial 

and communal (corporate) life (Deuteronomy 21:1-9), and representatively on behalf of 

the larger society (Daniel 9:1-23).  
7. While personal sin is the first, primary, and fundamental issue that Christians must 

reckon with, corporate sin and systemic evil is also a reality we must reckon with. Rather 

than reacting to this idea, please watch the outstanding biblical consideration of these 

issues by Rev Tim Keller here.  
a. One of Tim’s conclusions can be summarized as follows: Just as we are born “in 

Adam,” and therefore share collectively in his sin and guilt, through the Gospel 

we are placed “in Christ,” and share collectively in his righteousness. You cannot 

have the Gospel with its collective, corporate, and personal benefits if you do not 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-rPEhS4eBI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EhJJcTKTVGo


also accept the reality of our identification with Adam, and our collective and 

corporate guilt. 

  

I end with that statement because the root of evil – personal and systemic – is sin and rebellion 

against God. It is perpetrated by “the Prince of this world” but carried out by specific decisions 

by every human being. The answer is the Cross of Jesus Christ, where the Lord of lords, the 

King of the Universe, gave his life to redeem a people for God. The cross is the answer to 

personal sin in the Gospel (Romans 1:16-17). The answer to corporate, systemic evil, insofar as 

we can answer it, is the faithful presence and Kingdom ministry of grace-transformed people in 

homes, neighborhoods, communities, and the public square as agents of righteousness and 

ambassadors for Christ (I Peter 2:9-10; 2 Corinthians 5:12-21).   

  

One last question, though: is racism systemic in our country? Over the last decades, the laws of 

the United States have changed to eliminate legal racial discrimination. That is wonderful, and as 

a result there are many examples of people of various races who have accomplished great things 

in this country. Police chiefs and officers, mayors, college presidents, military officers, pastors of 

multi-racial churches, a US president – the doors are open. Nevertheless, a system of racism took 

deep root in our nation for centuries. It was tied to economics and greed, and it was entrenched 

and systematized into education, religion, government, family structures, perceptions about class, 

economic life, and legal justice.  

  

The reality is that, despite civil rights laws addressing racial discrimination, various policy 

decisions from the past still contribute to inequities today. One example is how 

neighborhood redlining and various FHA rules kept black people from purchasing homes in 

America’s rapidly-growing suburbs or other “nice” neighborhoods in the years following WWII. 

Even as Italian, Irish, and Jewish immigrants were building wealth for their families by 

purchasing FHA-supported houses in new, predominately white suburbs — which goes a long 

way towards explaining the social mobility and integration of these immigrant groups into 

middle class white America — blacks were kept out. Neighborhoods of concentrated black 

poverty that exist today are a direct result of policies from only a few decades ago. Or take 

sentencing laws from the 1980s and 1990s that disproportionately impacted black men, such as 

legislative distinctions between “crack” cocaine and powdered cocaine. Laws were passed to 

ensure that crack carried longer, mandatory prison sentences. Because the cheaper crack was 

used more frequently by poor black people, and powdered cocaine by predominately higher-

income white people, generations of black people went to prison — and are still in prison today 

— because of sentencing laws that unjustly targeted them. Such examples demonstrate the 

pernicious character of racism that becomes embedded in our systems. 
  
And of course, personal and individual sin runs in every direction throughout every example we 

could cite, feeding the systemic evils.  

  

The echoes and implications of our past racism are still with us. We are not yet healed of it. Its 

most immoral continuing legacy may be the inordinate percentage of black children who die 

through abortion – a legacy that involves personal sinful choices but is itself rooted in the 

eugenic philosophies of the founders of the US abortion movement.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/24/upshot/how-redlinings-racist-effects-lasted-for-decades.html
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0674035135/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1


  
Brothers and sisters, we are not done with this issue. Denying it and quibbling over words, will 

not get us there. The only answer is the supernatural overcoming of the impact of racism and its 

attendant systemic evils through the Gospel and through the application of God’s grace, 

righteousness, and justice in our personal lives (first!), in our homes, among other individuals we 

love well, in our communities, and beyond to our nation. This can only be accomplished by the 

power of God, but remember: his preferred method of changing the world is through his people.  

  

“You are the light of the world, you are the salt of the earth.”  
  
Grace and peace in Jesus,  
 

  
Bishop Steve 
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