
Hope in Times of Pestilence: Week 10: May 20, 2020 
 
Words of Hope 
 
Trust in the Lord, and do good; dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness. Delight yourself in the 

Lord and he will give you the desires of the heart. Psalm 37:3-4  
 
Israel’s calling as God’s people in the world was tied directly to the land of Palestine. That 
physical land was the center of God’s Kingdom in the world where distinct elements of his plan 
for redemption and blessing converged:  

• a nation called into existence by a personal God, Yahweh, who sought actual relationships 
through which blessing flowed to his people, and through them to the world,  

• people who loved and served him, 

• a national and personal life founded on a covenant of grace,  

• glorious worship, characterized by thanksgiving, repentance, mercy, forgiveness, and 
instruction 

• morality and ethics of self-control, sexual fidelity, family care, generosity, love, kindness, and 
compassion for the vulnerable and the stranger,  

• rhythms of Sabbath rest and celebration that sustained family and community, served the 
needy, and brought blessing to the land, 

• political leaders and justice systems that embodied those same values and practical ethics, 

• a physical place, a “land of milk and honey,” where God’s blessing was seen in fertility, 
abundance, and beauty.   

 
From this center, the knowledge of Yahweh would spread to all nations. Many would be drawn 
to seek God by the gravitational pull of the flourishing life he intends for humanity. 
 
However, Israel turned out to be a mixed people – a sinful nation that fell far short of the ideals 
of God’s Kingdom. Psalm 37 constitutes God’s warm invitation to recapture Kingdom life 
anyway, deeply contextualized in the land of Palestine. It draws a picture of faithfulness in the 
land, undergirded by deep trust in God. Reject evil, turn away from anxiety and fear, resist 
wickedness. The promised results are painted with images of physical blessing as those who 
are “dwell in the land.” Six times they are promised that they will “inherit the land.” 
 
Kingdom. Land. Faithfulness to God in this place.  
 
Jesus introduced a new expression of God’s Kingdom, radically different than this. It is no 
longer centered in a particular physical place, an ethnic people, a temple, or a particular human 
government. Matthew 13 depicts what it is like: It is seed scattered, springing up, taking root, 
bearing fruit. It is a hidden pearl, a tiny mustard seed that grows into a large and welcoming 
bush. It is a field where wheat and tares grow together until angels come to separate the godly 
from the wicked at the last judgment. It is like leaven that infiltrates dough and spreads 
everywhere until it penetrates and changes the whole loaf from inside out. The gravitational 
Center is Jesus himself – King, Prophet, Priest, Temple, Redeemer, Healer, Yahweh. Its 
citizens take that Center to the ends of the earth to plant the Kingdom anywhere, everywhere.  
 
We underestimate the shock this must have been to people who assumed Jesus would 
continue and complete the Old Testament Kingdom.  
 



What do we do, then, with Psalm 37? We certainly can’t apply the promises of the blessing of 
the land of Israel to the United States, even though many try to. Yet we know that God hasn’t 
changed, that he still blesses people who trust him, who lay their anxieties and fears at his feet, 
who obey his commands, who do not take vengeance and justice in their own hands. All of 
these Old Testament principles and practices are just as essential in this new form of God’s 
Kingdom. The blessings described in Psalm 37 offer beauty, fertility, and fruitfulness of soul. Life 
still works according to the will and ways of God, even though the Kingdom plan is very 
different. 
 
And here is another truth about this Kingdom: place still matters. Its citizens live in particular 
nations and communities. Most of us reading this letter live in the United States. It is here, in this 
place, among these people, that we extend the Kingdom through bearing the presence of Jesus 
personally in relationships and practically in ethics, attitudes, and actions.  
 
A hopeful example of this is found in St Paul’s letter to Titus. This epistle is contextualized in 
Crete, a lawless, pagan culture. Eight times St Paul tells Titus to teach Cretan Christians to “do 
good.” Doing good includes faithful witness for Jesus, reasonable and accessible discipleship, 
godly home life, sobriety, dignity, hard work, respect for others and for authority, simplicity, 
hope, gentleness, contributing to the wellbeing of all. The leaven of the Kingdom can still work 
its transformative power. A place can be changed from within by God through his people. The 
heart of Psalm 37 can be lived out in a different context.  
 
What does it look like to be a people of hope in this season of COVID-19? Someone wrote 
recently in an evening meditation for the prayer movement called 8at8p.org, “Take care of your 
lawn, wear masks to protect and respect others, work faithfully within the limits of social 
restrictions, take flowers to your neighbor, make nourishing meals for your family, call your 
friends, pray much, trust the Lord at all times, in all ways, and faithfully point people to Jesus.”  
 
Proverbs 3 living. A heart shaped by Philippians 4:4-13. 1 Peter 3:8-4:7 played out in the world 
through the Church. Dwelling in the land and cultivating faithfulness. People of God scattered 
like seed, penetrating like leaven, growing up in the fields, making the dough rise. Missionaries 
of the Gospel in your own particular place.  
 
Grace and peace in Jesus,  
 
Bishop Steve  


