
King David says in Psalm 16:3, “As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones 
in whom is all my delight.”  
  
St. Paul prays for the Ephesians “that the eyes of their heart may be enlightened, so that 
they may know what is the hope of your calling, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward 
us who believe . . . ” (Ephesians 1:17-19). I have always favored one alternative 
translation for that second prayer, “the riches of his glorious inheritance consisting of 
the saints.” 
  
One of the greatest gifts we receive within “every spiritual blessing” (Ephesians 1:3) is 
the gift of one another. The blessing of people being transformed in Christ, walking 
toward the ever-increasing dawn alongside us, with gifts and graces that complement 
and complete us, encourage us, and spur us on in our faith-walk (Hebrews 10:19-25).  
  
My goal today is direct. I want to trigger encouragement, gratitude and hope in you, the 
reader, as we “see and receive our glorious inheritance consisting of the 
saints.”  That can apply to any of us as we consider our Christians family and friends, 
brothers and sisters in our local church, pastors, ministers, and leaders, and the panoply 
of people that God has brought into our lives to care for us. In every direction we look, 
we see the gift of the people of God.  
  
Over the past five weeks, Sally and I have “attended” worship services in sixteen 
different churches – lots of visuals of God’s people engaged in faithful worship, prayer 
and special events. Every day I talk with ten to twenty (or more) people in our Diocese 
who are involved in local church ministry or in the broader work of the Diocese of Christ 
Our Hope. Every single conversation that I recall could serve as an example of the “gift 
of God’s people” to me and our shared ministry. Four examples I recently experienced 
serve as representatives of scores of other people or situations I could describe.  
  
I was chatting with Pastor Ryan O’Dowd (Bread of Life, Ithaca) earlier this week. He 
shared that the church is navigating the waters of the coronavirus world well because 
“We are in weekly personal contact with most of the adults in the church.” “Really? How 
is that happening?” I continued. Ryan described a phone tree system. He divided the 
church into groups of five to eight households and assigned each group to a lay leader. 
The leader phones every household in his/her group every week to check in. Sounds 
incredibly easy – IF the volunteers fulfill the task. “They have been doing so for over a 
month now,” Ryan reported, “and as a result, the church is deeply connected and cared 
for.” He added, “We’ve seen the number of volunteers explode through the roof!” 
  
Saturday night, we “attended” the Easter Vigil service at Rez-DC.  Dozens of people 
worked beforehand to create beautiful artwork, music, worship, and dance for the Vigil. 
A large crew filmed everything and put together a  creative, powerful, and amazing 
online worship service which hundreds attended. You can still “attend” here. Believe me, 
it will be an hour well-spent.  
  
How many volunteers? Multiple dozens. 

https://www.twitch.tv/videos/589598160


  
Sally and I went to a drive-in Easter morning service at All Saints Church, Morehead 
City, NC. There was a small platform in front of the church, with a cross, banners, 
pulpit, and curtains for wind protection. Pastor Dave Linka and “the guy in the cowboy 
hat” had been there since 7:00 am putting up the platform and hangings. A handful of 
others had set up the sound system and tended to many other details. That crew then 
gathered for a small Eucharist celebration so that there would be pre-consecrated 
elements for the coming service. By 10:00, ~100+ people sat in vehicles parked on the 
area in front of the platform. Dave, Deacon Joe Bruno, and a young couple with a guitar 
and amazing voices led the service. We all turned in through a low-frequency FM band. 
We united in the liturgy, sang hymns and songs, and raised hands outside the windows 
of our vehicles in praise. We partook communion together through the blessing of pre-
consecrated elements. After the service, a dozen people got out of cars. Within 20 
minutes, the temporary chancel had been dismantled and stored. 
  
How many similar stories could we tell of volunteers making a service happen?  
  
As a Diocese, we are pulling out the stops to decentralize and empower ministry 
leadership and responsibility by creating four new teams that expand the work of our 
Diocese in significant ways. Word count limitations do not allow me to dig into details, 
but the number of volunteers compared to the number of staff (in parentheses) tell the 
story: Team One: 10+(1). Team Two: 14+(1). Team Three: 8+(7); Team Four: 7+(3).  
  
I could continue for pages, but I trust my representative list makes my point. During 
COVID-19 we’ve seen what the Holy Spirit seems to always do through the people of 
God: raise up, energize, and empower his people to do ministry. The cumulative result is 
that (again), in the darkest hour, the Church shines her brightest! This should give us 
hope. 
  
The Resurrection of Jesus is the ultimate statement of hope – a real man, in a real place, 
at a real point in history, who rose from the grave because of the power of the life 
inherent within his own being. He brought in a New Order of hope. We walk alongside 
countless people who follow the Resurrected One, the Pioneer of Faith and the Author of 
Salvation. These saints, by the Spirit-filled, creative, hard-working ways they serve us, 
are ministers of hope. 
  
Receive the gift of the people of God this week. Tell someone “thank you for giving me 
hope” every day for the next week.  
  
Grace and peace in Jesus,  
  
Bishop Steve  


