
2018 Proposed Amendments  
to the Canons of the Diocese of Christ our Hope 

Proposal #1 – Title I, Canon 6.3.3.e – Vestry Elections, tidying up language from last 
year’s discussion at Synod 

• Date Submitted – June 22nd, 2018 

• Information of person(s) making submission: 
o The Rev.  Tom Bost, of the CCC  

• Original Language:  
o (p. 26) Title I, Canon 6.3.3.e  The practice of a rotating Vestry is normative 

Anglican Polity, and therefore it will be the practice of this Diocese for 
Vestry members to serve limited terms and to limit consecutive terms. Any 
Vestry member who has served for six consecutive years shall be 
ineligible to stand for re-election to the Vestry for a period of at least 
one year. For reasons vital to the mission and health of the congregation, 
the Rector and/or Vestry of a Congregation may petition the 
Bishop to operate outside this practice, and the Bishop may grant 
such exceptions. 

• Proposed amendment: The practice of a rotating Vestry is normative Anglican 
Polity, and therefore it will be the practice of this Diocese for Vestry members to 
serve limited terms and to limit consecutive terms. Any Vestry member who has 
served for six consecutive years or two consecutive terms shall be ineligible to 
stand for re-election to the Vestry for a period of at least one year. For reasons 
vital to the mission and health of the congregation, the Rector and/or Vestry of 
a Congregation may petition the Bishop in writing to operate outside this 
practice, and the Bishop may grant such exceptions in writing. 

• Rationale for emendations:  
o “or two consecutive terms” - The problem brought up at Synod is that any 

particular church could manipulate the years or terms of service to find a 
“loophole” in this canon, thus staying in office for longer than the six 
years mentioned in the canon.  (E.g. If a person serves a 4 year term, then 
is re-elected, they could end up serving 8 years, etc.)    

o “in writing” – At request of the Bishop at Synod 2017, this clause has 
been added so that the Diocese can keep a written record of exceptions 
given.   



• CCC’s Recommendation:  
o New proposal for amendment: The practice of a rotating Vestry 

is normative Anglican Polity, and therefore it will be the practice of 
this Diocese for Vestry members to serve limited terms and to limit 
consecutive terms. No vestry member may serve 6 consecutive years 
without a period of inactivity for at least one year.  For reasons vital to 
the mission and health of the congregation, the Rector and/or Vestry of 
a Congregation may petition the Bishop in writing to operate outside this 
practice, and the Bishop may grant such exceptions in writing. 

• CCC’s Rationale for Recommendation: This language solves the problem 
addressed in a simpler and more direct fashion.  Churches who need more 
flexibility can petition the Bishop in writing.   



Proposal #2 – Title I, Canon 5, Section 2.1 – CCC is too large to populate   

• Date Submitted – June 22nd, 2018 

• Information of person(s) making submission: The Rev.  Tom Bost, of the CCC  

• Original Language:  
o (p. 21) Title I, Canon 5, Section 2.1 There shall be a Committee on 

Constitution and Canons, which shall consist of twelve members: six 
clergy and six lay. In addition, the Bishop and the Chancellor shall serve 
as ex officio members of this Committee with voice but no vote. The 
Bishop shall appoint three members of the Committee on Constitution and 
Canons. The remaining nine members shall be elected by the Synod for 
staggered three-year terms. The Diocesan Council shall fill vacancies 
which may arise between meetings of the Synod, with such appointments 
to serve until the next annual Synod. Each member of the Committee on 
Constitution and Canons shall be and remain while serving a communicant 
in good standing of a Congregation or Mission of this Diocese.  

• Proposed amendment:  There shall be a Committee on Constitution and Canons, 
which shall consist of eight members: four clergy and four lay. In addition, the 
Bishop and the Chancellor shall serve as ex officio members of this Committee 
with voice but no vote. The Bishop shall appoint two members of the Committee 
on Constitution and Canons. The remaining six members shall be elected by the 
Synod for staggered three-year terms.  The Diocesan Council shall fill vacancies 
which may arise between meetings of the Synod by appointment to serve until the 
next annual Synod. Each serving member of the Committee on Constitution and 
Canons shall be and remain a communicant in good standing of a Congregation or 
Mission of this Diocese.  

• Rationale for emendations:  
o Changing size and ratio of the CCC:  Having 12 members is too large to 

make the CCC a “working” group.  Additionally, we have yet to populate 
the team fully with active members. Reducing the total number to 8 makes 
this a more functional team.  Also, because of the reduced number of 
members reducing the number of clergy and laity on the team (but keeping 
ratio) and the number of appointees of the Bishop seems appropriate.  

• CCC’s Recommendation:  Proposal Approved.  



Proposal #4 - Canon 6, Section 3.8 (“Audits and Review”) - Fixing a Technical 
Accounting Term 

• Date Submitted (all submissions must be received by July 1st to be considered): 
June 23, 2018 

• Information of person(s) making submission, including the following: 
o Name: Ryan Willers 
o Church (include city and state): Church of the Apostles, Fairfield, CT 

• Original Language of Section C&C to which emendation is proposed: 
 
Canon 6, Section 3.8 (“Audits and Review”), sub-point 1 within the 
vestry guidelines section: Churches or parishes with total revenues (all 
funds combined) of $1,000,000 or more shall have an independent, 
external financial review or full audit in accordance with Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles no less frequently than every third year 
but should perform “Agreed Upon Procedures” (see Title I, Canon 6, 
Section 3.8) in the intervening years. At any time, the Vestry may call for a 
full financial audit. 

• Proposed amendment: 
Churches or parishes with total revenues (all funds combined) of 
$1,000,000 or more shall have an independent, external financial review 
or full audit in accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles 
Generally Accepted Auditing Standards no less frequently than every 
third year but should perform “Agreed Upon Procedures” (see Title I, 
Canon 6, Section 3.8) in the intervening years. At any time, the Vestry 
may call for a full financial audit. 

• Rationale for emendation: This is a correction to more accurately capture the 
original intent of the language. The existing reference to “Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles” (GAAP), which relate to the principles for financial 
reporting, is incorrect in this section, as the purpose of the section is to capture the 
standards under which the external review or audit should be performed. The 
appropriate reference is to “Generally Accepted Auditing Standards” (GAAS).  

• CCC’s Recommendation:  Proposal approved. 


