
 
 

Hurricane Florence Disaster Relief Report: Lumberton, NC 

September 19, 2018; by Rev. Elijah Lovejoy 

 

Background: At Bishop Steve Breedlove's request, I spent the day investigating Hurricane 

Florence Recovery efforts in our area. Diocese of Christ Our Hope has two churches in the 

affected area where Hurricane Florence hit, Resurrection Church in Hope Mills, NC and Christ 

Our Hope Anglican Church in Wilmington, NC.  

 Hope Mills and Fayetteville escaped the storm relatively unscathed compared to damage 

from Hurricane Matthew 2 years ago. Less intense rainfall than during Matthew and a greater level 

of river flooding than rainfall flash flooding are the two main reasons for reduced damage. The 

same cannot be said for Lumberton, NC 25 miles south of Resurrection Church, where several of 

our members live.  Below is what I found during a half-day visit to Lumberton on Wednesday, 

September 19.  

 

Reconnaissance : Lumberton was hit hard during Hurricane Matthew and even harder during 

Hurricane Florence. Greg Riggs, the NC Baptist Association Disaster Relief Team Leader in 

Lumberton, said the flood waters from Florence rose 2 feet higher than the high water mark from 

flooding in downtown Lumberton during Hurricane Matthew. The volume of water and the scope 

of damage is also much higher than during Matthew. Riggs has been doing hurricane disaster relief 

since 1983, and he's never seen the rainfall ("like a vertical fire hose") he saw on Lumberton during 

Florence.  

 Lumberton is the county seat of Robeson County, which is the poorest county in North 

Carolina, consisting of many Lumbee Indians, Latinos, African Americans and Caucasians. The 

NC Baptist Association (NCBA) has had a rebuild team on the ground in Lumberton since 

Hurricane Matthew, two years ago. Many of the homes they recently finished rebuilding were just 

flooded and destroyed again by Hurricane Florence. Rev. Dean Carter, Chaplain of Southeastern 

Hospital headquartered in Lumberton, said there is a general feeling of hopelessness in 

Lumberton due to being knocked down again by Florence and not being fully recovered from 

Matthew. Lumberton is likely unique in that they received the brunt of two natural disasters within 

two years--Matthew and now Florence.  

 Lumberton is also off the beaten path and radar of many organizations and the national 

media. During Matthew, the NCBA had to cut off work order requests at 300 requests from 

impacted homeowners due to insufficient volunteers to fill the requests. According to Riggs, the 

NCBA has already received 100 work order requests since Florence passed and he fully expects 

the number to reach 1000.  

 The NCBA has a very extensive operation in Lumberton, which I toured, include 3 meals 

a day served to volunteers, places for volunteers to sleep at Hyde Park Church, coordination with 

the military and sheriff's department. NCBA's scope of work in Lumberton is a 20-30 mile radius 

from Hyde Park Church, which is their base of operations. NCBA also has an extensive site 



evaluation, work order, communication, material supply and volunteer system in place, which has 

been refined over years of experience.  

 

Recommendations: According to NCBA, the most urgent need over the next 6-8 weeks is a 

recovery effort that includes cutting trees off houses, putting tarps on roofs, tearing out flooded 

drywall, throwing out flooded furniture, removing mud and drying out houses. These initial 6-8 

weeks lay the ground work to shift from a recovery phase to a rebuild phase where new drywall, 

carpet and other home goods are supplied to the damaged houses over a period of months if not 

years.  

 I recommend that the Diocese of Christ Our Hope send out an appeal to our churches 

requesting volunteers to assist the NCBA in Lumberton, NC. If additional lodging for volunteers is 

needed that NCBA cannot provide due to lodging capacity, which is an issue, I am willing to ask 

our board to open Resurrection Church as a hosting and staging ground for volunteers. This would 

entail sleeping, showering and storing materials at Resurrection Church, while making day trips 

into Lumberton to work with NCBA. Breakfast, lunch and dinner are provided by NCBA at Hyde 

Park Church, but limited food could be available at Resurrection Church as well. Volunteers who 

lodged at Resurrection Church would need to bring their own tools, toiletries, towel and cot or air 

mattress. If these items are provided, I estimate we could host up to 20 volunteers at a time. A 

thorough background check and pastoral referral system would be important for anyone who 

stayed at Resurrection Church as a volunteer. I would want them to be a "known" person to their 

pastor and group leader and willing to undergo a background check.  

 In speaking to Curt Solomon, Pastor at Christ Our Hope Anglican Church in Wilmington, 

NC, we both feel a two-pronged approach is best, with Lumberton and Wilmington, NC being 

their own recovery focus areas for our diocese. At Bishop Steve's discretion in conversation with 

ARDF and Archbishop Foley Beach, Curt and I also feel it is best to split any funding directed 

toward our diocese 50% and 50% between Wilmington and Lumberton, NC. After any lodging 

costs from our 50% donation sharing were used to cover volunteers costs associated with 

Resurrection Church being a host location, I would recommend all remaining funds be directed 

toward NCBA in Lumberton, NC. They are clearly the most effective Christian hurricane recovery 

ministry on the ground in Lumberton.  

 

Media Resources: Below are several stories from the Fayetteville Observer with pictures and news 

updates on the situation in Lumberton.  

 

1. Soldiers performing relief work in Lumberton: 

http://www.fayobserver.com/news/20180919/troops-providing-aid-in-storm-ravaged-lumberton 

 

2. Lumberton Residents in Shelters: 

http://www.fayobserver.com/sports/20180918/robeson-county-nearly-1400-remain-in-shelters 

 

3. Ft. Bragg Generals Perform Damage Assessment of Lumberton by Military Helicopter: 

http://www.fayobserver.com/news/20180917/fort-bragg-leaders-assess-florence-damage 

 

 


